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It is the mission of Capron Park Zoo to excite an 

interest in the natural world through 

conservation, education and recreation’ 

♦VIRTUAL TRASH MONSTER CONTEST♦  

October 12-16 

Build a trash monster at home from your recyclables and post 

your picture to the zoo’s FaceBook page with the hashtag 

#CPZHOWLAWEEN. Staff will vote on the best monsters. 

Winners will be announced ONLINE during the HOWL-a-ween 

Weekend. The top three win gift certificates to the Zoo. 

 

♦ VIRTUAL COSTUME CONTEST ♦  

October 19-23 

Put on your HOWL-a-ween best, take a fun picture of yourself 

and post your picture to the zoo’s FaceBook page with the 

hashtag #CPZHOWLAWEEN. Staff will vote on the best 

costumes. Winners will be announced ONLINE during the 

HOWL-a-ween Weekend. The top three win gift certificates to 

the Zoo (separate from the Kids Day Costume Day on 10/24).  

 

♦ VIRTUAL PUMPKIN CONTEST ♦  

October 25-30 

Post a picture of your carved (NOT PAINTED) pumpkin the 

zoo’s FaceBook page with the hashtag #CPZHOWLAWEEN. 

Staff will vote on the best pumpkins in 2 categories – animal 

and non-animal. Winners will be announced ONLINE during the 

HOWL-a-ween Weekend. The top three win gift certificates to 

the Zoo.  
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Capron Park Zoo is proud to participate in 

the Species Survival Plan - working to 

protect and preserve threatened and 

endangered animals around the world 
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 What. A. YEAR! 
 

2020 has been like nothing seen in modern memory. 

A pandemic, with the global estimates of positive 

cases over 600,000 has made it necessary for us 

to put seemingly lesser concerns on the back burner 

in order to cope with day-to-day life. And no wonder! 

The entire world has changed. Nothing is a “quick 

trip” anywhere anymore. It’s hard to remember 

what people look like without a face mask on. And 

wouldn't it be great to shake a hand or give a hug 

without fearing you might be transmitting an 

illness? Things will never be the same. 

 

Yet life does go on. Here at the zoo, animals still 

have to be cared for, supplies ordered, programs 

and events planned… yes, perhaps everything is 

done a little different, with different precautions 

than before, but thing are still happening!  

 

For example… just before stay-at-home orders 

were issued, the zoo welcomed a baby Rodrigues 

Fruit Bat to our collection! Rodrigues Fruit Bats, 

once listed as 

critically endangered 

(now downlisted to 

endangered) 

generally don’t breed 

in their first 2-4 

years at a new 

facility, but Capron Park Zoo’s produced a baby 

within a year of moving into the Rainforest exhibit! 

Now it’s a juvenile and nearly impossible to 

differentiate from the adults. Still, we are very 

proud to have provided this wonderful endangered 

species with an exhibit that allowed them to 

settle in so well and breed so quickly! 

 

A lot of adjustments have had to happen to re-

open the zoo; adjustments both for staff and 

visitors. Face masks, constant disinfecting of hands 

and tools, additional fencing and one-way traffic in 

the zoo are just a few of these alterations. Every 

one is important though—important to the 

health, safety and welfare of our staff, our 

animals and our visitors. 

 

So… we adjust. Facemasks are the new fun fashion 

accessory (and you can purchase a face mask with 

a Capron Park Zoo animal on it in the gift shop!). 

Hand sanitizer is worth it’s weight in gold (not 

now, but it seemed so at the beginning of 

everything!). Building capacity limits are the norm. 

 

Everyone is adjusting to what is likely the new 

equilibrium (I refuse to say “normal’ - there is 

nothing normal about this!). It’s a different way 

of living, a different way of thinking.  

 

The question of “how can we prevent this in the 

future” goes beyond face masks and hand washing. 

To prevent such global epidemics we need to start 

looking at protecting biodiversity with a more 

dedicated plan than ever before. We as a 

conservation facility, see it as our responsibility to 

provide our visitors with solid, science-based 

information on SARS-CoV-2 (which causes COVID-

19), and how, as a global society, it’s time to make 

what changes we can to protect habitats, animals 

and preserve biodiversity in order to protect 

ourselves. 

 

 

“My current 5 year plan is 

to survive 2020” 

Pretty Much Everyone  



Bats, Biodiversity 

and SARS-CoV-2 
2020 has been a year to remember – not necessarily with 

good memories, but memories all the same. The world sits in 

the grip of a pandemic that’s killed thousands of people 

worldwide. Nearly every country in the world remains on some 

level of lock down; even here in New England re-opening plans 

have crawled to a near halt 

in an effort to prevent a 

spike in disease transmission. 

Everywhere you look are 

indications of what may 

become the “new normal”; 

masks, increased 

handwashing/sanitization, 

social distancing, capacity limitations, hybrid or online 

education. SO many changes… 

But some of the changes that came with lockdown were 

positive. We saw pictures worldwide of the air clearing 

without the constant influx of exhaust. Climatologists were 

able to get real data on how changes in our lives would help to 

slowly reverse the trend in human driven global warming. We 

saw videos and pictures and heard many 

stories about wildlife returning to places 

they hadn’t seen in dozens of years. We 

had a global “ah-ha” moment of 

understanding how human activity 

impacts biodiversity. 

Biodiversity – it’s a world you hear more 

and more these days. But what, exactly 

is biodiversity? Most simply put, 

biodiversity is the variety of life – ALL 

life, from single cell bacteria up through 

complex beings, from algae to trees, 

protozoa to fungi, invertebrates to 

mammals – it every living thing that 

surrounds us.  

Scientists view biodiversity on a couple of 

different levels. First, and most easy to 

understand is biological or species 

diversity; it is the variation both within 

and between populations of species, as 

well as between species themselves. Currently there are 1.2 

million species that have been seen and recorded by scientists 

and some conjecture there could be as many as 6.8 million 

species yet to be discovered.  

Then there is the diversity WITHIN a species. This is known 

as genetic diversity. Genetic diversity is what keeps a 

population healthy by ensuring there is as much variation as 

possible between members of a population/species. When 

coordinating captive breeding programs, zoos and aquariums 

look very closely at the genetic diversity of a captive 

population to ensure that inbreeding, which of course lowers 

the genetic diversity/variation within a species, doesn’t occur. 

Finally there is ecosystem diversity. This is the different 

types of habitats, biological communities and ecological 

habitats around the world. Ecosystem diversity also includes 

not only the difference between ecosystems (example; 

wetlands and grasslands), but also the variation within a 

specific ecosystem as well (the different kinds of trees or 

animals found in an ecosystem). 

Regardless of what level of biodiversity you are looking at, 

one has to ask “why is biodiversity important?” The answer 

to this question rather depends on what value you place on 

nature. To many, biodiversity/nature are important for 

emotional, psychological and spiritual well-being. It is a place 

they find comfort and peace. These people consider it the 

responsibility of humans to care for and protect the world 

we live in, to be stewards and pass on the beauty of 

biodiversity to the next generation. 

To others, the value of biodiversity can be broken down into 

ecosystem services and resources derived from it. For example, 

a wetlands ecosystem provides valuable water filtration 

processes and is a buffer for water from overflowing rivers/

lakes, thus protecting homes and property. Forests, especially 

rainforests, provide a myriad of resources valued by humans, 

from timber to medicines to crops. The 

larger the variation of plants and 

animals, the more likely something 

valuable and/or important to humans can 

be found.  

However you choose to value biodiversity, 

the importance of protecting it is 

obvious. 

Humans and the spreading of 

threats to biodiversity 

For thousands of years, the impact of 

humans on their environment wasn’t too 

extreme. The species impacted most 

were ones that were in fairly steady 

decline for a variety of reasons. For 

example, the mammoths of North 

America; their evolution was closely linked 

to the biomes which were dominant 

(specifically dry grasslands that flourished near glacial areas) 

during the last Ice Age. As the climate slowly warmed and 

the great glaciers that covered much of the planet began to 

recede, the ecology began to change. The grasslands became 

wetter, forest began to replace plains. Ice Age mega-fauna 

(Continued on page 5) 

It is that range of 

biodiversity that we must care 

for - the whole thing - rather 

than just one or two stars.  

David Attenborough 

A mount of the extinct Dodo. Hundreds of these 

birds were hunted and removed from the 

Mauritius Islands to feed European sailors, 

leading to their extinction in less than 100 years. 



(such as mammoths) began to slowly disappear.  

The arrival of humans added to the stress of ecological 

change. Ice Age mega-fauna were naïve to the presence of 

humans in their environment - that is, they did not understand 

the danger that humans represented - so had little defense 

against the advanced thinking and tools of ancient hunters. So, 

while climate change was already impacting mega-fauna 

populations, archeologists and paleontologists are fairly certain 

that intensive hunting by humans also contributed to their 

ultimate demise. 

Species on oceanic islands are much like Ice Age megafauna. 

They evolve in the absence of efficient predators, so they 

have few adaptations for evading capture. Many oceanic 

islands have a high diversity of bird species compared to 

larger, continental land masses, with birds filling niches 

traditionally held by mammals. Oceanic island birds are ground 

dwelling - often to the point of being unable to fly, leaving 

them more vulnerable to non-native predators. 

On other islands, unusual or more primitive mammalian species 

may be found (example monotremes and marsupials in 

Australia, lemurs in Madagascar). These unique and ancient 

groups of animals flourish and survive in absence of more 

advanced species.  

Whether bird, reptile or mammal these isolated populations 

are/were unaware that humans pose any kind of danger to 

them, and so are not prepared for the problems that humans 

brought to their island homes. 

During the Age of Exploration, as European people began to 

travel and explore the planet more extensively, they 

encountered small, oceanic islands with pristine ecosystems and 

endemic wildlife. When humans explored these islands, they 

were often accompanied by animals like rats, cats and dogs 

that escaped from ships and stayed on the islands. These 

animals devastated the local populations of endemic species. 

Sometimes pigs were deliberately left behind so they would 

reproduce and provide meat to future expeditions. Animals like 

pigs, are classified as invasive; that is, they are not native to 

the habitat in question and because of specific adaptations 

and/or lack of natural predators, thrive and outcompete the 

native flora and fauna for resources. These invasive species 

are still a problem today – rabbits, cane toads, pigs, cats, rats, 

dogs, even snakes are still wiping out endemic animals. On the 

island of Guam for example, nearly every native bird species is 

now extinct because of the presence of brown snakes, rats and 

cats. 

In addition to deliberately or accidentally bringing invasive 

species, on some islands people found wildlife that could serve 

as portable food sources. Sailors mercilessly harvested animals, 

bringing them on board ships to be eaten in the future. 

Collection of portable food sources was not done in a 

sustainable manner; some reports talk of collecting 500 giant 

tortoises from Rodrigues Island (an island that is part of 

Mauritius Island group in the Indian Ocean) in one day. Such 

unrestrained collection of animals that reproduce slowly led to 

the extinction of the Dodo, Rodrigues Solitaire (a large ground 

bird closely related to the Dodo) and the giant Rodrigues 

tortoise in less than 100 years. We now have only bones, 

(Continued on page 6) 

36 areas have been designated as important biodiversity hotspots. The one missing on this map is the North American Coastal Plain (east coast from 

ME to FL and the Gulf States) 



anecdotal evidence and a couple of sketches to tell us about 

these species. 

It’s always been this way when humans venture into a new 

place on the globe. The inevitable need for resources puts 

them in competition with local species who are generally ill 

equipped to deal with human incursion. If given time, 

behavioral adaptations for avoidance will happen, but often 

the rate at which humans impact a new ecology far exceeds 

the time needed for adaptation. 

In 1988, scientist Norman Myers coined the phrase 

“biodiversity hotspot” to refer to areas of tropical forest 

that held a “high level of plant endemism (native plant 

species) and faced serious levels of habitat loss”. This term 

was adapted by the scientific community and applied to areas 

with high levels of biodiversity (variety of life – both plant 

and animal) that faced a multitude of human pressures, such 

as habitat loss and fragmentation, invasive species, pollution, 

human overpopulation and overharvesting/poaching of plants 

and animals. 

HOT! HOT! HOT! 

To officially qualify as a biodiversity hotspot, an area has to 

have at least 1,500 endemic vascular plants (plants that 

have conductive tissue – such as the phloem of a tree 

through which sap moves) with less than 30% of original 

vegetation remaining. Currently 36 places around the world 

are considered biodiversity hotspots, including parts of North 

America! 

So the next question is this… what does the protection of 

biodiversity have to do with SARS-CoV-2? 

Excellent question. The answer is not as straightforward as 

the question itself. 

The suspected origins of SARS-CoV-2 

There is still a lot of speculation and research being done to 

track down the origins of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus. 

Remember – coronaviruses are NOT new to humans – the 

common cold is a coronavirus. And certainly people have heard 

of SARS before this point (SARS stands for Severe Acute 

Respiratory Syndrome). In the early to mid-2000’s more 

than one SARS virus made its way through the human 

population. What make SARS-CoV-2 so different is not only 

the ease of transmission, but its virulence and killing 

capability as well as the seeming helplessness of the human 

immune system to rally much of an effective defense. 

First off… we do know that the SARS-CoV-2 virus which 

affects humans is a coronavirus whose closest cousin is the 

bat version of the disease. It is reasonable to conclude that 

bats are where it originated—however that is NOT the 

entire story. Humans CAN NOT actually contract the bat 

version of this virus; in order for this virus to be transmitted 

to humans, it has to spend time in an INTERMEDIARY 

HOST.  That is, some other animal carries the illness where 

it somehow changes into a version that humans can contract. 

At this time, scientists are not entirely positive what animal 

is that host, but it seems most likely to be pangolins. 

Pangolins have the dubious distinction of being the most 

trafficked animal in the world at this time. There are 8 

different species of Pangolin; 4 in Africa, 4 in Asia, all being 

hunted/trapped to endangerment (with 3 of the 4 Asian 

species are listed as critically endangered). The animals are 

killed not only for their meat, but also for the keratin “scales” 

which cover its body. These scales are ground into powder and 

used in Traditional Chinese Medicine (and have been 

scientifically proven to do absolutely nothing). Humans then 

eat the animal – in fact pangolin meat is considered a delicacy 

in China. It is most likely by ingesting pangolin meat that 

humans contracted this virus. 

Where did people come in contact with a diseased animal? 

Here again, there is the need to clarify some important 

information. There has been a lot of talk about “wet 

markets” being the source of this virus. That’s not true. Wet 

markets are like farmers markets, only in addition to fresh 

produce, you can purchase freshly slaughtered/butchered/

caught domestic animals (like goats, chicken and even fish). 

It’s called a “wet market” because it’s, well, wet. There are 

hoses and such being used to wash away the blood from 

slaughtered animals, ice melting, etc.  Although we residents 

of a “first world” nation may balk at this kind of market, it’s 

a common in most parts of the developing world and is where 

locals are able to purchase fresh, safe, reasonable priced 

foodstuff. 

A WILDLIFE market on the other hand, is entirely different. 

A wildlife market is where people can go to buy animals 

hunted in the local area to eat (also known as bushmeat). 

It’s important to note that most wildlife markets operate 

completely legally - it’s only a very small percentage that 

offer illegal/protected species for sale. It is from a wildlife 

market that a diseased animal was purchased, handled and 

ingested, thus transmitting the virus to humans. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Chinese Pangolin - one of the suspected intermediary hosts for SARS-

CoV-2 and a critically endangered species 



 

Bring your goblins and ghouls wearing their 

Halloween best to the zoo weekends in October 

for a zoo visit. Take fun seasonal pictures,  

pick-a-pumpkin (while supplies last), and even 

get in a little trick-or-treating, all FREE with 

zoo admission  

(Capron Park Zoo members are FREE). 

During regular zoo hours: 

10AM-4PM 

Final entry at 3PM 



♦ IN MEMORIAM ♦  

KAYLA: 2005 - 2020 

As most of you know, Kayla, one of our two lionesses, passed away in August this year. Kayla had been 

battling kidney disease for nearly a year prior to her death. She is still missed by staff and visitors alike. 

Her sister Nyala and pride-mate Ramses have adjusted well and are still on exhibit at the zoo. 



 

 



 It is likely that bats are at the origins of this virus, but 

they DO NOT transmit it. There have been calls in other 

parts of the world for eradicating bats completely—mostly 

fruit bats which some suspected of being the source of the 

virus (we now know it was more likely an insect-eating bat 

known as the Chinese Horseshoe Bat). The REAL culprit is 

the constantly growing human population. As the human 

population grows and encroaches more and more into animal 

habitats, the likelihood of more illnesses like COVID-19 coming 

“out of the jungle” increases. 

How will saving biodiversity help? 

Illnesses like SARS-CoV-2 is why it is becoming more and more 

important that biodiversity be protected. It is from the wild 

that this disease came; it is likely to the wild we will need to 

look for something that will become a vaccine. And this is the 

case in a wide variety of illnesses, from cancer to Zika virus. 

Biodiversity, particularly the diversity found in jungles and 

rainforests, is the original “drug store”. Many modern drugs 

can trace their origins back to discoveries made from studying 

plant compounds (and even some animal sources!). It is 

important that we take steps to protect biodiversity so we 

don’t destroy something that could save lives! 

What about bats? 

Remember - although bats may be at the beginning of this 

illness, they are not the end of it. Bats CANNOT transmit 

illness to humans. Bats are reservoirs of illnesses, not the 

source of them. For a bat virus to make the jump to humans, 

there must be an intermediary host of some kind – pangolins, 

civets and pigs have all been identified as likely intermediary 

hosts for illnesses. All three of these species are hunted by 

humans and sold in wildlife markets. From there, the infection 

of humans is almost inevitable. This is why disturbing bat 

habitat and the hunting of bushmeat is such a problem; the 

more we venture into the areas where bats and other 

possible intermediary hosts live, the more likely it is that 

humans will bring diseases like SARS-CoV-2 to the human 

population. 

Now, our native bats species ARE NOT reservoirs of this 

illness! In fact, scientists are discovering that bats are at 

risk from contracting COVID from humans. If you are lucky 

enough to have bats around your house rejoice, because “bats 

make good neighbors”. 

Actually, in addition to being good neighbors, bats of ALL 

species are really ecosystem superheroes, not animals to be 

feared or eradicated. Many species pollinate important cash 

crops. In fact some plants depend entirely on bats for 

pollination, like Blue Agave (the source of agave sweeteners 

and tequila). Insect eating species (which is what our native 

bat species are) eat 6,000-8,000 insects a night - insects 

(like mosquitos) that DO transmit diseases that threaten 

humans. Even the much maligned Vampire Bat of South 

America is a superhero – when vampire bats bite their 

victims, their saliva releases an enzyme called desmoteplase 

(DSPA) into the bloodstream, which causes blood to flow more 

readily. Scientists discovered the same enzyme that gives 

bats more blood for their bite can be used as medicine for 

stroke victims, breaking down fatal and damage causing blood 

clots. If being the source of a discovery that saves lives 

doesn’t count as being a superhero, what does? 

Protecting biodiversity 

In a world still reeling from a pandemic, what can you do to 

protect biodiversity?  

GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION – take a look at new 

bills or propositions in your area and see how they 

affect wild spaces and biodiversity – and vote 

accordingly! 

NATURE PRESERVES – currently 12% of the Earth’s 

surface is part of nature preserves, like the 

National Parks of the United States. Spend time 

exploring these wonderful wild treasures (after all, 

they are your legacy as a citizen of this county!) 

and support funding that protect public ands and 

the National Park system 

REDUCING INVASIVE SPECIES – Invasive species 

are probably one of the biggest threats to 

biodiversity around the world. From rabbits and 

toads in Australia to bittersweet vines and 

starlings in New England. Educate yourself about 

what an invasive species is and participate in 

invasive species eradication efforts in your area. 

Before you plant a new plant in your yard, make 

sure it’s not invasive! 

HABITAT RESTORATION – lots of local 

organizations are working to restore degraded local 

habitats like wetlands and woodlands. Contact your 

local land trust, Nature Conservancy branch or 

Audubon Society to see how you can help! 

REDUCING CLIMATE CHANGE - Climate change is 

becoming the biggest threat to ALL life on Earth. 

Educate yourself on what climate change and global 

warming actually means. Support legislation and 

other government action that positively impacts 

climate change. 

PURCHASING SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS – this is 

the simplest and most meaningful way ANYONE can 

help protect biodiversity. Be an educated consumer. 

When possible, purchase products from companies 

that have strong environment impact policies 

(example: UniLever, Grove Collaborative). 

EDUCATION – Learn everything you can about the 

importance of biodiversity and pass on what you 

know. Be an example to others of how easy it is to 

be a “wildlife warrior” by making simple changes at 

home. Most importantly, educate yourself about 

local environmental policy and vote for candidates 

that have a strong, positive environmental agenda. 

https://greentumble.com/10-ways-to-conserve-biodiversity/#government
https://greentumble.com/10-ways-to-conserve-biodiversity/#preserves
https://greentumble.com/10-ways-to-conserve-biodiversity/#invasive
https://greentumble.com/10-ways-to-conserve-biodiversity/#restoration
https://greentumble.com/10-ways-to-conserve-biodiversity/#sustainable
https://greentumble.com/10-ways-to-conserve-biodiversity/#education


 

 

UPCOMNG PROGRAMS 

 

 KIDS FUN DAY: COSTUME DAY: October 24 during regular zoo hours 

Wear those Halloween costumes a week early, receive a prize and enjoy the zoo. Post a pic of your child in their costumes at 

the zoo to the zoo’s FaceBook page and staff will choose the top three and award each winner a zoo gift card! 

FREE 

 

 ZOOCADEMY FOR KIDS (virtual): Animal Enrichment:  November 7, 9-930 AM: 

Kids can enjoy a short program about animal enrichment in the zoo, hear from keepers about what it takes to make our 

animals happy and watch while enrichment is distributed 

FREE but pre-registration is required to receive your ZOOm link 

 

 BABIES AND BEASTIES (virtual):  Dates  and books below starting at 10 AM each 

day 

For your little ones! In these 15 minute programs, you and your little beastie can enjoy a story and meet a Zoo animal or 

Animal Ambassador. 

FREE but pre-registration is required to receive your ZOOm link 

 October 28: Edward the Emu 

 November 4: The Salamander Room 

 November 11: Bear Snores On 

 

 ADULT ZOOCADEMY (virtual): COVID; where it may have come from, an informal 

chat for adult: November 15, 9-9:30 AM 

In this informal chat, Education and veterinary staff will elaborate a bit on the suspected origins of SARS-CoV-2, how it 

affects animals and why biodiversity is so vita to stopping pandemics! 

FREE but pre-registration is required to receive you ZOOm link 

 

To register for any of the above programs, contact the Education Department at: 

melanie.curator@cityofattleboro.us 

 INSPIRE ♦ EXPLORE ♦ LEARN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rodrigues Islands, When first discovered by humans they 

were touted as a “paradise with springs that flowed 

endlessly”. Full of fruit bearing trees and plenty of water, to 

sailors who were crossing the seemingly endless warm waters 

of the Indian Ocean, it must truly have been an island 

paradise. 

Yet in less than 200 years, Rodrigues Island went from being 

a water-filled paradise to one that was choked with weeds and 

grass. Water is always a problem on oceanic islands; while there 

maybe spring fed water sources, they are often deep and 

difficult to access. Native plants evolve to tolerate low levels 

of fresh water. They tend to have deep roots and are the 

medium through which a great deal of water is actually brought to the surface and redistributed to other island species, via 

consumption of vegetation and/or decomposition. When these native plants are cut, eliminated or pulled, it disrupts the entire 

ecology of the island. In an effort to re-create their paradise, colonists brought in trees to re-forest the islands and cut for 

timber. But instead of helping, these water-greedy European species exacerbated the water shortage problem. 

Water shortages aren’t the only problem created by the cutting of most of the native timber and plant life. Endemic island 

wildlife evolved in concert with the local flora, and therefore are dependent upon it for food, water and shelter. The wholesale 

extirpation of Rodrigues plant life left only 3 endemic vertebrates; the Rodrigues Fody, the Rodrigues Warbler and the 

Rodrigues Fruit Bat. 

The Rodrigues Fruit Bat belongs to the family known 

as the “mega-bats” (megachiroptera). Bats in this 

family are large (for bats) and are, for the most part, 

fruit eaters. Some of the largest bat species in the 

world belong to this family, and boost wingspans of 

nearly 2 meters. The jaws of fruit bats tend to be 

quite strong in order to consume a variety of fruits. 

The Rodrigues Fruit Bat have particularly strong jaws 

and are able to eat tougher fruits than some of their 

kin. They favor fruits such as the fig, mango, tamarind 

and palm nuts/fruits. In fact, they are/were  the 

major pollinators and seed dispersers for fruit bearing 

species on the island. 

Unlike birds, bats are not particularly fast flyers, but 

they are far more maneuverable in the air. They have a great deal of control over the shape and stiffness of their wings 

which allow them to perform the crazy aerial acrobatics bats are known for. This control over their wings also allows bats, 

especially the megachirotpera, to have the most energy efficient flight available, thus cutting 

down on the amount of food the animal has to consume to survive. This level of control over their 

wings  also allows fruit eating bats like the Rodrigues Fruit Bat to hover in place in order to pluck 

their favorite fruits from vines and branches. 

Rodrigues Fruit Bats are confined to the only stand of old growth native forest remaining on the 

island – a 41 square mile mountain ridge near the center of the island. The destruction of the 

native forests on Rodrigues nearly led to the demise of this species. In 1979 the population had 

dropped to between 70-100 animals. It was at this point that zoos and other conservation 

organizations took action. Groups of fruit bats were brought into captivity for breeding purposes  

(in fact, Rodrigues fruit Bats were the first endangered fruit bat to be bred in captivity).  

This highly social species roosts in large groups consisting of harems (a male with 8-10 females) 

along with unattached juveniles (unattached young males usually roost slightly separate from the 

main groups). Like all bats, they reproduce slowly, raising only 1 pup per year. Roosts of bats spend 

♦ SPOTLIGHT ON CONSERVATION ♦ 

Rodrigues Island from satellite photos 

The Rodrigues Solitaire - a 

relative of the famous Dodo, 

who went extinct due to 

overharvesting for food and the 

cutting of native trees for 

timber 



 

 

 

 

 

time grooming and scent marking one another to 

identify them as “family”. 

Currently The Rodrigues Fruit Bat population is 

at high of around 20,000 animals, allowing them 

to be downgraded from “critically endangered” to 

merely “endangered”. Although 20,000 seems 

like a lot of bats, it is the maximum number that 

the current area of forest can support (known 

as the carrying capacity of the habitat). 

Because Rodrigues Island is a small oceanic 

island, it is subjected to the powerful cyclones 

that blow through the Indian Ocean during 

certain times of year. This is when the bats 

absolutely depend on the forest for survival. The 

trees are the only protection they have from the 

winds that tear across the island during these 

violent storms. Even with protection, huge 

numbers of bats are blown out to sea to perish 

from hunger, exhaustion or thirst. A single storm 

could easily eradicate most of the population. 

In recent years, conservation efforts for this 

species have not only focused on breeding, both in 

semi-captivity on their native Rodrigues Island 

and in captivity, but also on reforestation and 

habitat/watershed restoration. Communities on the island 

understand the need to restore their watersheds and have been 

removing non-native plant species and replanting native trees. 

Although this replanting has focused on watershed restoration, soil 

stabilization and reforestation, in the long term it will help to ensure 

the Rodrigues Fruit Bat’s survival by creating new areas for bats to 

roost. 

Capron Park Zoo has joined the captive breeding efforts for this 

species by acquiring a breeding group of Rodrigues Fruit Bats. All five 

bats are currently housed in the Rainforest exhibit. The zoo is proud 

to be a part of the continuing efforts to preserve this endangered 

species. 
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